
Benjamen "Ben" K. Lauren

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 23

Rank Firefighter

Classification Volunteer

Incident date Mar 13, 2020 21:30

Date of death Mar 13, 2020

Cause of death Collapse

Nature of death Trauma

Activity type Advance Hose Lines/Fire Attack (includes Wildland)

Emergency duty Yes

Duty type On-Scene Fire

Fixed property use Residential

Department information

Forsyth Township Fire Department
47 N Johnson Lake Road PO Box 1360
Gwinn, MI 49841

Contact: Jason Stansky



Franklin Delano Williams, Jr.

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 57

Rank Fire Captain

Classification Career

Incident date Mar 22, 2020 08:00

Date of death Apr 8, 2020

Cause of death Exposure

Nature of death Covid-19

Activity type In-Station Duties

Emergency duty Yes

Duty type Other On-Duty

Fixed property use N/A

Department information

Detroit Fire Department
1301 3rd Street 
Detroit, MI 48226

Contact: Robert Distelrath



Steven Splan

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 46

Rank Sergeant

Classification Career

Incident date Aug 2, 2020 12:00

Date of death Aug 2, 2020

Cause of death Stress/Overexertion

Nature of death Heart Attack

Activity type Scene Safety

Emergency duty No

Duty type Other On-Duty

Fixed property use Street/Road

Department information

Bloomfield Hills Department of Public Safety
45 East Long Lake Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

Contact: Public Safety Director Noel Clason



Joseph Michael Liedel

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 48

Rank Captain

Classification Paid-on-Call

Incident date Jul 31, 2020 21:00

Date of death Aug 23, 2020

Cause of death Stress/Overexertion

Nature of death Cerebrovascular Accident

Activity type Responding

Emergency duty Yes

Duty type Responding

Fixed property use Residential

Department information

Monroe Charter Township Fire Department
15331 South Dixie Highway 
Monroe, MI 48161

Contact: Mark A. Cherney



Joseph "Joe" Todd Gallo

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 34

Rank Captain

Classification Paid-on-Call

Incident date Nov 17, 2020

Date of death Nov 17, 2020

Cause of death Vehicle Collision - Includes Aircraft

Nature of death Trauma

Activity type Driving/Riding Personal Vehicle

Emergency duty Yes

Duty type Responding

Fixed property use Outdoor Property

Department information

Blissfield Township Fire Department
299 E Adrian Street 
Blissfield, MI 49228

Contact: Dale Fruchey



Michael J. Buitendorp

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 40

Rank Firefighter

Classification Volunteer

Incident date Nov 18, 2020 21:00

Date of death Nov 18, 2020

Cause of death Unknown

Nature of death Unknown

Activity type Driving/Operating Vehicle/Apparatus

Emergency duty Yes

Duty type Responding

Fixed property use Residential

Department information

Grant Township Fire Department
7140 South Oceana Drive 
Rothbury, MI 49452

Contact: Roland Brooks



Roland B. Brooks

Fatality status is provisional and may change as USFA contacts State Fire Marshals to verify fatality incident
information.

Age 82

Rank Chief

Classification Volunteer

Incident date Nov 28, 2020

Date of death Dec 20, 2020

Cause of death Exposure

Nature of death Covid-19

Activity type In-Station Duties

Emergency duty No

Duty type Other On-Duty

Fixed property use Store/Office

Department information

Grant Township Fire Department
7140 South Oceana Drive 
Rothbury, MI 49452

Contact: Assistant Chief Dan Yost




